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The Custom House Docks
development, Dublin
Morgan Sheehy
This large site on the north bank oj the River Lilley is being
developed as an International Financial Services Centre plus other
commercial development with retail and cultural facilities. hotel,
conference centre, and residential accommodation.

The Shannon Bridge, Alhlone 7
Michael Conroy
John Higgins
A three-span twin cantilever bridge carries the Athlone bypass across
the River Shannon; four carriageways crossing some 200m, Particular
emphasis is given to the embankment construction,lon some of the
weakest soft clays in the world.

University College Dublin, 11
Engineering School
Ian Roberts

The new school for chemical, electrical, electronic and mechanical
engineering, comprising two four-storey laboratory wings and a
single-storey workshop, has been built on the University's Belfield
Campus at Stillorgan,

~andozpharmaceutical plant, Cork 14
Peter Langford
Jerry Mehigan

Proposed sites lor this facility have been examined within the para-
meters of ground conditions, infrastructure, topography and plant layout
flexibility, and visual impact; particular attention has been paid to planning,
environmental licences and concerns of local interested parties.

Kilrush Creek Marina
Tim Corcoran
Bob Ames

A water-retaining embankment is being constructed across the mouth of
a small river on the West Coast, to impound 20ha of water and create
an area for sailing and other water sports, accessed by lock gates,

Hangars 'or Aero'iot 18
Tim Corcoran
Peter Samain

A painting hangar and an aircraft refurbishment building at Shannon
Airport, and a maintenance hangar at Sheremetievo near Moscow,
have been designed and built for the Soviet airline; the latter is large
enough to accommodate 747-sized aircraft,

Natural gas compressor station, Cork 20
Peter Langford
Gerry Donnelly

The design and project management of this station for maintaining
delivery pressure of natura] gas from the Kinsale Head offshore field
are described and illustrated, with emphasis on the station design, the
buildings, and the construction management

Dublin Castle restoration
Ralph McGuckin

The 13th century building with its mediaeval and later additions have
been investigated and refurbished as facilities for Ireland's Presidency
in 1990 of the European Community, The combination of conservation
and new work is extensively illustrated

24

2

3

•", ", ",'

15

Foreword
Arup Journals have featured Irish work before, but
this is the first time that an issue has been
devoted to Ireland, We hope that the projects
included will convey a good impression of the
variety 01 work that we undertake in our Dublin,
Cork and Limerick ollices,

If you look at the aerial photograph of the Custom
House Docks site on p,5 you will see, in the
foreground, the Dublin Bus Station. This was
designed in 1946 and is now part of the folklore
of Ove Arup & Partners. One could argue the
relative merits 01 tile architecture displayed but we
believe that the quality of the structural
engineering and the professional standards of the
firm are the same now as then.

If you look through the articles you will get a
flavour of the variety and content 01 the work we
now undertake. There has been a dramatic
change over the past 10 years, Buildings still
account for the greater part of our work but we
now have a lengthening port/olio of bridges,
roads, infrastructure, sanitary services, marine
engineering, and gas pipelines and their
associated facilities, We are becoming more
involved in project management, particularly in
larger industrial projects of which Sandoz is a
good example. This, and similar projects, are now
very high profile here in Ireland because 01
increasing interest in the environmental effects of
such developments, Environmental Impact
Assessments are now mandatory fOI all major
projects in Ireland under EC regulations and we
are developing our capability to carry these out.

To meet the increasingly complex needs 01 our
clients would be difficult, if not impossible, without
the help which is available to us from the central
technical services groups of the Partnership in
London. and our association with these groups
down through the years has been most beneficial
to us. It has enabled us to develop our own
expertise in areas such as bridges. roads, and
geotechnics, to mention but a few in a long list.
We have; for instance, been working with BE6 in
London to provide building engineering services
for the Custom House Docks Project. and are
currently in the process of creating our own
building engineering group here in Dublin, We
have carried out work in Ireland to help some
groups in the London office in recent times,

All of these activities have one unifying aspect·
they enable people at nearly all levels in the firm
to establish personal relationships with those in
the UK Pannership offices. I only wish it were
possible to extend the experience world-wide. We
believe that these relationships are an essential
part of the Arup ethos,

So what of the future, 1992 and all that? The
Single European Market will doubtless open new
doors for us and the opening up of Eastern
Europe and the USSR may also offer
opporlunities, such as the hangar project we are
currently completing in Moscow The luture can
only be secured by having talented. well-
motivated people working together in an
organization which cares about what it does, how
it does it and the way it affects peoples' lives. We
have these people now alld we can travel
hopefully, We may not have the right to command
success but we can do what is necessary to
deserve it

From one to whom age has brought more golf
than wisdom. I can only say 'May the road rise
with us'

Frank Lydon

.John Mitchell (1941-19901
For the past 10 vears John Mitchell, who died
tragicallv in an accident in London on 14 September.
was principal geotechnical advisor to Ove Arup &
Partners Ireland. His work took him to many parts of
the world and it was our great good fortune that
Ireland, too, was in his bailiwiCk.His abiding
strengths were his knowledge, integrity, total
commitment and ability to communicate; blJt more
than that, he was to us a colleague, companion and
Iriend. Throughout this time his advice was SOlJght
on most of our major projects; many are portrayed in
this Arup Journal, which is dedicated to his memory.

Ralph McGuckin
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